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on the age structure of two samples 
of Lacerta trilineata BedriaGa, 1886, 

from different altitudes in Turkey
(Squamata: Sauria: Lacertidae)

Zur altersstruktur zweier Stichproben von Lacerta trilineata BedriaGa, 1886 
aus unterschiedlichen Höhenlagen der Türkei

(Squamata: Sauria: Lacertidae)

TuğBa erGüL kaLayCi &  ÇiğdeM GüL &  MuraT ToSunoğLu
&  nurHayaT öZdeMir

kurZFaSSunG

die autoren untersuchten die altersstruktur zweier Stichproben (edirne: 17 m a.s.l. und Bolu: 1,250 m
a.s.l.) von Lacerta trilineata BedriaGa, 1886 in der Türkei.  die altersbestimmung mittels Skeletochronologie
ergab Höchstalter von etwa sieben Jahren in der Stichprobe von Bolu und fünf in der von edirne.  die überlebens -
rate bei eintritt in die Geschlechtsreife betrug 0,59 % bei den Männchen und 0,24 % bei den Weibchen von Bolu.
die entsprechende Lebenserwartung belief sich in dieser Stichprobe auf 2,94 Jahre für die Männchen und 1,82 für
die Weibchen.  der eintritt in die Geschlechtsreife erfolgte in beiden Stichproben im alter von zwei Jahren.
obwohl das mittlere alter in der Stichprobe der Hochlandpopulation höher war als in der des Tieflandes, war die
mittlere kopf-rumpf-Länge in letzterer größer.  

aBSTraCT

The authors studied the age composition in two samples (edirne: 17 m a.s.l. and Bolu: 1,250 m a.s.l.) of
Lacerta trilineata BedriaGa, 1886, in Turkey.  aging by skeletochronology showed that the maximum age of the
lizards was about seven years in the Bolu and five in the edirne sample.  The adult survival rate was 0.59 % in
males and 0.24 % in females of Bolu.  The adult life expectancy was calculated as 2.94 years for males and 1.82
for females in the Bolu sample.  age at sexual maturity was two years in both samples.  although the mean age of
the high altitude sample was older than of the low altitude sample, the mean snout-vent-length of the latter was
longer.  

key WordS

reptilia: Squamata: Sauria: Lacertidae; Lacerta trilineata, population ecology, age structure, survival rate,
life expectancy, maximum age, skeletochronology, Turkey
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The Balkan Green Lizard, Lacerta tri-
lineata BedriaGa, 1886, is distributed from
coastal Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia,
Montenegro, east Bulgaria, southeastern
romania, albania, Macedonia and Greece,
including the ionian and several aegean
islands such as Crete, Lesvos and rhodes, to
western and central Turkey.  This large,
bright green and thus easily observed (Va -
LakoS et al. 2008) species prefers dry habi-
tats with Mediterranean climate (BöHMe et
al. 2009).  in Turkey, it is found in the regions

of Thrace, Marmara, the aegean, western
Mediterranean and western Black Sea (Ba -
ran et al. 2012).

reptilian life history (e.g., age struc-
ture of populations and longevity) is influ-
enced by biotic (e.g., inter- and intraspecif-
ic competition, predation pressure) and abi-
otic factors (e.g., food availability, nutrients,
temperature, photoperiod and availability of
shelters) (anGiLLeTTa 2009).  Counting the
dark circular lines of arrested growth
(LaGs) in sections of long bones under a
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S ampl ing . -   Twenty eight L. triline -
ata specimens stored in the Herpetological
Collection of the Section of Zoology,
department of Biology, Çanakkale onsekiz
Mart university, Turkey (CoMu-ZM) were
studied.  The collection numbers are speci-
fied in BayCan & ToSunoğLu (2017).  The
materials included 2 females, 5 males and 

5 immatures from edirne (17 m a.s.l.,
40.411725° n, 26.053262° e) and 9 females
and 7 males from Bolu (1,250 m a.s.l.,
40.410359° n, 32.024764° e). 

each individual’s snout-vent length
(SVL), head width (HW) and head length
(HL) were measured to the nearest 0.01 mm
with a digital caliper (Mitutoyo Corp.,

4                                 T. e. kaLayCi &  Ç. GüL &  M. ToSunoğLu &  n. öZdeMir

light microscope is a common method of
aging ectothermic animals (WaSkoWa &
MaTeuS 2017). 

knowledge of life history traits in L.
trilineata is largely based on a publication by
neTTMann & rykena (1984) and an unpub-
lished master thesis (üSTeL 2010).  due to
lack of appropriate published information
from Turkish populations, the authors con-

ducted skeletochronological studies on na -
tive L. trilineata samples from two localities
at different altitudes from edirne (Thrace)
and Bolu (western Black Sea region).

The present paper reports first data on
the age structure, longevity, adult survival
rate and adult life expectancy of low
(edirne) and high (Bolu) altitude popula-
tions of L. trilineata from Turkey. 

MaTeriaLS  and  MeTHodS

Fig. 1:  Cross-section (17 µm thick) at the diaphysis level of a terminal phalanx bone of the fourth toe of Lacerta
trilineata BedriaGa, 1882, from Bolu showing five Lines of arrested Growth highlighted by arrows. 

m.c. - marrow cavity, e.b. - endosteal bone, r.l. - resorption line. 
abb. 1:  der Querschnitt (17 µm stark) im diaphysenbereich einer endphalange einer vierten Zehe von Lacerta 
trilineata BedriaGa, 1882 aus Bolu zeigt fünf Linien verminderten Wachstums (durch Pfeile gekennzeichnet). 

m.c. - Markhöhle, e.b. - endostaler knochen, r.l. - resorptionslinie. 
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kawasaki, Japan); sex determination and
assignment to immatures or adults were
based on the examination of the gonad con-
dition.  The longest (fourth) digit of a hind
limb was taken and transferred to 96 %
ethanol for skeletochronological analysis. 

a ge  de t e r mina t i on . -   Standard
skeletochronological procedures (CaSTaneT
& SMirna 1990) were applied to determine
the age of the individuals.  Phalangeal bones
were decalcified in 5 % nitric acid for 1.5 h
and then washed in tap water. Cross-sec-
tions of the diaphyseal part of the terminal
phalanges, about 17 μm wide, were obtained
using a freezing microtome (Shandon, Ther -
mo) and stained in ehrlich’s hematoxylin
(Fig. 1).  The sections with the smallest me -
dullar cavity were selected and mounted in
aqueous synthetic resin (aqua-mount, adr).

on each section, the number of Lines
of arrested Growth (LaGs) was assessed by
two observers (T. ergül kalaycı and n.
özdemir) independently;  there was full
agreement among the observers regarding
their numbers in all samples.  an obvious
decrease in space between two subsequent
LaGs (not clearly expressed in Fig. 1) was

taken to mark the age when sexual maturity
was achieved (rySer 1988). 

The annual adult survival rate (Sr, %)
was calculated using the formula introduced
by roBSon & CHaPMan (1961): Sr = (T/r)
+ T – 1, where T = n1 + 2n2 + 3n3 +…, 
r = Σ ni and ni = the number of individuals
in the age group i.  The adult life expectan-
cy (eSP, yrs), i.e., the expected life span of
lizards that have attained maturity, was
determined according to SeBer’s (1973) for-
mula: eSP = 0.5 + (1/(1 – Sr)). 

S t a t i s t i c a l  ana ly s i s . -   due to
small sample size, normality was tested
using the Shapiro-Wilk test.  SVL and age
were normally distributed (P > 0.05).
Because of inadequate size of the edirne
sample, differentiation between sexes in
terms of morphological measurements and
age was restricted to the Bolu population.
The independent Samples t-test was applied
to compute statistical differences between
sexes in Bolu.  Pearson’s correlation coeffi-
cients (r) were calculated to show relation-
ships between the variables.  The statistical
analyses were done using SPSS 21 (iBM
SPSS Statistics for Windows). 

reSuLTS

The maximum age found was five
years in the edirne and seven in the Bolu
sample.  The average age of males was 4.60
± 0.55 (standard deviation) and 4.86 ± 0.90
years for edirne and Bolu, respectively, and
4.00 ± 1.41 and 5.44 ± 1.51 years for
females of edirne and Bolu, respectively.
The age varied from three to five years in
the edirne and from three to seven years in
the Bolu sample (Table 1, Fig. 2).  The age
of immatures from edirne was one to two
years.  in the Bolu sample, the adult survival
rates of males and females were 0.59 % and
0.24 %, respectively, adult life expectancy
was 2.94 and 1.82 years for males and fe -
males, respectively.  age at sexual maturity
was two years for both samples.

The mean body size (SVL) was
109.57 ± 22.35 (standard deviation) mm and
102.50 ± 10.54 mm in males and 108.49 ±
32.94 mm and 98.33 ± 15.80 mm in females
of the edirne and Bolu samples, respective-
ly (Table 1).

descriptive statistics of head length
and head width of males, females and juve-
niles are given in Table 1.  Snout-vent-
length and head width were not differentiat-
ed between sexes of the Bolu sample
(Student test; SVL: t = -0.60, df = 14; HW:
t = -0.69, df = 14, P > 0.05), whereas, head
length was (Student t-test - t = -2.95, df =
8.76, P < 0.05).

in the Bolu sample, body size and age
were significantly and positively correlated
(males: r = 0.80, females: r = 0.93, P <
0.05).  The positive correlations between the
parameters SVL and HL, SVL and HW and
HL and HW were significant only in the
males of this population (rSVL-HL = 0.92,
rSVL-HW = 0.82, rHL-HW = 0.85, P < 0.01).  in
the combined sample of the edirne popula-
tion, the parameter pairs SVL-age, SVL-
HL, SVL-HW and HL-HW were signifi-
cantly correlated (rSVL-age = 0.94, rSVL-HL =
0.99, rSVL-HW = 0.99, rHL-HW = 0.99, P <
0.01).
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even though L. trilineata shows a wide
distribution across southeastern europe,
there is only little information about the age
structure of the species.  according to
neTTMann & rykena (1984) hibernation is
important in the life cycle of L. trilineata,
especially in mountain populations exposed
to cold winter temperatures.  These authors
reported the longevity of captive L. trilinea-
ta to be 10-20 years.  BuLakHoVa et al.
(2007) found a maximum age of eight years
for females and six years for males in the

related green lizard Lacerta agilis Lin -
naeuS, 1758, from West Siberia, where sex-
ually immature individuals were one to two
years old.  on the contrary, Guarino et. al.
(2010) detected comparatively short life
spans of two to four years for L. agilis from
the western italian alps but could not
explain this result.  kidoV et al. (2014)
found the life span of L. agilis from north
ossetia to last eight years for both males
and females.  The maximum age found for
L. trilineata in the present study was five
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Fig. 2 :  Frequency distribution of age classes in the samples of Lacerta trilineata BedriaGa, 1882, 
from Bolu and edirne.  White bars - males, black bars - females, gray bars - immatures.

abb. 2:  Häufigkeitsverteilung der altersklassen in den Stichproben von Lacerta trilineata BedriaGa, 1882 aus
Bolu and edirne.  Weiße Balken - Männchen, schwarze Balken - Weibchen, graue Balken - Jungtiere.

Bolu

edirne
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